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avet terteryan

avet terteryan (baptised as alfred rubenovich terteryan) was born on 29 July 1929 in 
baku, azerbaijan. his father, ruben terteryan, was a renowned physician in baku. both 
parents were amateur singers with well-trained voices. avet’s brother herman became an 
opera conductor and his son ruben became a musicologist and author of the book ‘avet 
terterian’, published in Yerevan in 1989. terteryan’s widow, irina tigranova-terteryan, is 
a professor in Yerevan. 

in 1948 avet terteryan entered the Music academy in baku. he continued his studies 
at the romanos-Melikian Music academy in which he registered in 1951. From 1952 
onwards, he studied composition with professor eduard Mirsoian at the komitas state 
conservatory in Yerevan. 

avet terteryan occupied a number of offices in armenian cultural life and administration. 
From 1960 to 1963 he held the post of executive secretary of the armenian composers’ 
union, and was named the union’s vice president from 1963 until 1965. From 1970 
to 1974 avet terteryan served as chairman of the Department of Music in the cultural 
Ministry of armenia. at the same time, he worked as an editor. he was a professor at the 
conservatory beginning in 1985, and in the years 1993 to 1994 he gave master classes at 
the ural conservatory in Yekaterinburg. in order to work on his own compositions without 
being disturbed, he withdrew at regular intervals to the guest house  at Dilijan; in 1989 he 
moved into his own house on lake sevan.

in 1992 avet terteryan was named president of the austrian-armenian Friendship society. 
in 1994 he received a stipend of the Federal state of brandenburg and worked in Wie-
persdorf for six months. he was promised a one-year DaaD stipend in berlin in 1995, 
but avet terteryan died on 11 December 1994 in Yekaterinburg, where he had arrived on 
6 December in order to participate at a festival dedicated to him. he was cremated in the 
pantheon in Yerevan on 19 December.

irina tigranova-terteryan [translated by David babcock]
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awet terterjan (als alfred rubenowitsch terterjan getauft) wurde am 29. Juli 1929 in baku, 
aserbaidschan, geboren. sein vater, ruben terterjan, war in baku ein renommierter arzt. 
beide eltern waren laiensänger mit gut ausgebildeten stimmen. awets bruder, herman, 
wurde operndirigent, und sein sohn ruben Musikwissenschaftler und verfasser des bu-
ches „awet terterjan“, das 1989 in Jerewan erschienen ist. terterjans Frau, irina tigrano-
wa-terterjan, ist professorin in Jerewan. 
 
1948 trat awet terterjan in die Musikhochschule von baku ein. er setzte seine studien an 
der romanos-Melikjan-Musikhochschule fort, in die er sich 1951 einschrieb. von 1952 an 
studierte er am staatlichen komitas-konservatorium in Jerewan komposition bei professor 
eduard Mirsojan. 
 
awet terterjan bekleidete eine reihe von Ämtern im armenischen kulturleben und in der 
verwaltung. von 1960 bis 1963 hatte er den posten als exekutiv-sekretär des armenischen 
komponistenverbandes inne, zu dessen vizepräsident er von 1963 bis 1965 ernannt wur-
de. von 1970 bis 1974 fungierte awet terterjan als vorsitzender der abteilung Musik im 
kultusministerium von armenien. gleichzeitig arbeitete er als herausgeber. ab 1985 war 
er als professor am konservatorium in Jerewan tätig, und in den Jahren von 1993 bis 1994 
gab er Meisterklassen am ural konservatorium in Jekaterinburg. um ungestört an seinen 
eigenen kompositionen arbeiten zu können, zog er sich in regelmäßigen abständen ins 
gästehaus von Dilijan zurück, an dessen stelle ab 1989 sein eigenes haus am sewan-see 
trat.
 
1992 ernannte man awet terterjan zum präsidenten der österreichisch-armenischen 
Freundschaftsgesellschaft. 1994 erhielt er ein stipendium des landes brandenburg und 
arbeitete sechs Monate in Wiepersdorf. Für das Jahr 1995 sprach man im ein einjähriges 
stipendium des DaaD in berlin zu, doch awet terterjan starb am 11. Dezember 1994 in 
Jekaterinburg, wo er am 6. Dezember angekommen war, um an einem ihm gewidmeten 
Festival teilzunehmen. er wurde am 19. Dezember im pantheon in Jerewan eingeäschert.

irina tigranova-terterian

awet terterjan
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stage works

the ring of fire  1967, revised 1977
opera in two acts (eight tableaux) by vladimir shakhnazaryan after boris 
lavrenyov’s novel ‘the last shot’ (‘the Forty First’). lyrics by Yeghishe charents – 
russian translation by a. Mashistov
The work was awarded the First Prize at the composer’s competition held on the occasion of the 
50th anniversary of the October Revolution.

cast: Young girl (soprano) – second lieutenant (baritone) – voice behind the 
scene (tenor) – poet (speaking role) – female choir, male choir, ballet

3(picc).3(cor anglais).4.3(db bn) – 4.3.3.1 – perc (timp, side dr, bass dr, tam-t). 
piano. strings

Duration: 80’

First performance: 2 December 1967, Yerevan
l. Mikhailov and v. bagratuni (producers) – M. avetisyan (stage designer) – g. 
terteryan (conductor) – r. aivazyan (choral conductor) – v. khanamiryan and v. 
galstyan (choreographers)

First performance of the revised version (‘vehement crowds surged towards the 
sun’): 10 December 1977, Yerevan
t. levonyan (producer) – Y. safonov (stage designer) – a. katanyan (conductor) 
– r. aivazyan (choral conductor) – a. asatryan (choreographer)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world

monologues of richard iii  1979
ballet in 2 acts by v. galstyan based on William shakespeare’s tragedy

cast: richard iii, Margaret, lady anne, two Murderers, clarence, edward 
– crowds, ghosts

3.3(cor anglais).4.3(db bn) – 4.4.3.1 – perc (4 timp, wood bl, 2 whips, tom-t, 
side dr, bass dr, cym, susp cym, tam-t, church bells [on tape], chime bells, xy-
lophone). cel. piano. hpd. org. strings (14/12/10/10/8) – mixed choir (on tape)

Duration: full eve (90’)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world
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the earthquake  (das beben )  1984
opera in two parts (seven tableaux) after heinrich von kleist’s novel ‘Das erdbe-
ben in chili’ by gerta stecher and avet terteryan

cast: she (soprano) – he (tenor) – herald (tenor) – prelate (tenor) – cantus i-iv 
– shepherd (mezzo-soprano) 

2(2 picc).2.3(2 Eb clar).3(db bn, cor anglais) – 4.4.3.1 – perc (timp, tgl, whip, 
sitcks, 4 wood bl, tom-t, tamb, bass dr, cym, tam-t, tubular bells, church bells, 
glsp, xyl). duda. 2 hpd. piano. org. strings – mixed choir (with percussion in-
struments) – wind band (2 ob, 2 bn, bass clar) – tape (brass, perc, bells, hpd, 
strings, choir – rain, thunder, earthquake)

Duration: 120‘

First performance: 16 March 2003, Munich
ruth ingeborg ohlmann (she) – Wolfgang schwaninger (er) – Michael gann (he-
rald) – Florian simson (prelate) – adam sanchez (cantus i) – gary l. Martin (cantus 
ii) – robert bruins (cantus iii) – Johannes beck (cantus iv) – barbara schmidt-ga-
den (shepherd) – claus guth (director) – christian schmidt (designer) – orchestra 
of the gärtnerplatz theatre – ekkehard klemm (conductor)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world

stage works
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orchestral works

symphony no. 1  1969
for brass, percussion, piano, organ and bass guitar
Dedicatetd to Ruben Borisovich Terteryan
 1. q = 72
 2. h = 88-92
 3. –– attacca
 4. h = 52-54

0.0.0.0 – 2.1.1.0 – perc (4 timp, rattle, maracas, guiro, whip, wood bl, temple 
bl, tamb, 5 tom-t, side dr, bass dr, cym, tam-t, thunder machine, xyl), bass guit, 
piano, org

Duration: 27’

First performance: 25 November 1969, Yerevan
armenian symphony orchestra – David khadzyan (conductor)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world

symphony no. 2  1972
for male voice, mixed choir, and orchestra
text: vocalises
Dedicated to Carmen Iosifowna Terteryan
 1. q = 48-50 
 2. ad libitum [canto solo]
 3. h = 104-108

3(picc).3(cor anglais).3(bass cl).4(2db bn) – 4.3.3.1 – perc (4 timp, wood bl, 
tamb, tom-t, side dr, bass dr, cym, tam-t, tubular bells, church bells, xyl, vibr, 
marimba), 2 harps, piano, strings

Duration: 25’

First performance: 19 May 1974, Yerevan
k. chalikyan (soloist) – armenian symphony orchestra – David khadzyan (con-
ductor)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world
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orchestral works

symphony no. 3  1975
for large orchestra, duduks and zurnas
Dedicated to German Rubenovich Terteryan
 1. q = 138-152
 2. q = 88 (ad lib.)
 3. q = 138

3(picc).3(cor anglais).4(eb clar, bass clar).3(db bn) – 6.3.3.1 – perc (timp, 
whip, rattle, 2 wood bl, tom-t, 2 tamb, side dr, bass dr, cym, tam-t, church 
bell, glsp, xyl), 2 zurnas, 2 duduks, 6 additional horns, 2 pianos, strings (mini-
mum:14/14/10/10/10)

Duration: 26’

First performance: 19 september 1975, Yerevan
D. gasparyan and g. grigoryan (duduks and zurnas) – armenian symphony or-
chestra – David khadzyan (conductor)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world

s y m p h o n y  N o. 3  was awarded the state prize of the armenian ssr in 1977.

symphony no. 4  1976/1984
for large orchestra
Dedicated to David Khandzyan

one movement q = 52

3.3(cor anglais).4(eb clar, bass clar).3(db bn) – 4.3.3.1 – perc (4 timp, 2 whips, 
wood bl, tom-t, side dr, bass dr, 2 cym, susp cym, tam-t, church bell, glsp, xyl), 
tape. cel. piano. hpd. org, strings (minimum:14/12/10/10/8)

Duration: 30’

First performance: 19 November 1976, Yerevan
armenian symphony orchestra – David khadzyan (conductor)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world

s y m p h o n y  N o. 4  is available in two versions. the original version from 1976 
requires two additional vocal parts and its music is notated without bar lines. in the 
revised version from 1984 the vocal parts were ommited, a harpsichord part was 
introduced and the music was notated with bar lines.
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symphony no. 5  1978
for large orchestra and kyamancha
Dedicated to Gennadi Rozhdestvensky

one movement q = 66

3.2.4(Eb clar).3 – 6.6.3.1 - 7 (9) perc (i: 4 timp – ii: 2 pandeiras – iii: 2 tamb 
– iv: hi-hat – v: crot, wood bl, tam-t, tubular bells, church bell – vi: wood bl, 
side dr, tubular bells, church bell – vii: wood bl, bass dr, church bells – [viii: 
wood bl, church bell – iX: wood bl, church bell]). kyamancha. strings – bells 
on tape

Duration: 30’

First performance: 11 November 1980, halle
g. Muradyan (kyamancha) – orchestra of the international handel Festival – chris-
tian kluttig (conductor)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world

symphony no. 6  1981
for chamber orchestra, mixed choir and tape
Dedicated to Irina Tigranova

one movement q = 40

1.2.2.0 – 1.0.0.0 – perc (tgl, crot, 2 side dr, bass dr, tubular bells, church bell, 
tam-t). hpd. strings (9/0/3/2/1)

Duration: 35’

First performance: 25 april 1983, Zagreb
bolshoi theatre soloists’ ensemble – alexander lazarev (conductor)

 © leduc, paris

orchestral works
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symphony no. 7  1987
for large orchestra and tape
Dedicated to Alexander Lazarev

one movement

3(picc).3(cor anglais).4(eb clar, bass clar).soprano sax.3(db bn) – 4.4.3.1 
– timp. perc (tgl, 5 wood bl, 2 bongos, dap*, side dr, bass dr, 4 cym, 3 tam-t, 
glsp, vibr), harp**. piano**. hpd**. strings (20/20/14/10/8) – tape

 * folk percussion instrument
 ** amplified

Duration: 28’

First performance: 29 May 1987, Yerevan
armenian symphony orchestra – Martin Nersesyan (conductor)

 © sikorski, hamburg, for the world

symphony no. 8  1989
for large orchestra, 2 sopranos and tape
Dedicated to Murad Annamamedov

one movement

3(picc).2.4(Eb clar, bass clar).3(db bn) – 4.4.3.1 – 7 perc (i: 4 timp – ii: tamb, 
side dr, glsp – iii: tamb, bells – iv: wood bl, tom-t, bells – v: wood bl, cym, 
bells – vi: bass dr, bells – vii: tgl, tam-t, bells, xyl). 2 harps. piano. cel. strings  
– 2 sopranos (soprano and contralto) – tape

Duration: 30’

First performance: 21 December 1989, saratov
saratov symphony orchestra – Murad annamamedov (conductor)

 © sikorski, hamburg, for the world · score: s i k  8684

symphony no. 9  1994
unfinished

orchestral works
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vocal-symphonic works

the motherland  1957
vocal-symphonic cycle for soprano, baritone and orchestra
armenian texts by o. shiraz (Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5) and o. tumanyan (No. 4) – russian 
translation by e. alexandrova
Dedicated to Edvard Mirzoyan
 1. Fly with Me into the Distance
 2. hey, you birds from Distant hights, Where are You?
 3. if i would have Fallen for my country ...
 4. Worlds turn to ashes
 5. My country shall bloom as in springtime ...

3(picc).3(cor anglais).3.2 – 4.3.3.1 – perc (timp, tamb, side dr, bass dr, cym, 
tam-t, xyl). harp. piano. strings

Duration: 18’

First performance: 8 May 1959, Yerevan
i. aidinyan (soprano) – M. Yerkat (baritone) – armenian symphony orchestra – a. 
katanyan (conductor)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world

the work was awarded the prize of the ussr review of Young composers’ Works 
in 1962.

revolution  1960
vocal-symphonic cycle for soprano, baritone and ochestra
text by Yerishe charents (in armenian)
withdrawn – parts of the work were recycled in the opera ‘the ring of Fire’ 
(1967/1977)

3(picc).3(cor anglais).3.2 – 4.3.3.1 – perc (timp, tamb, side dr, bass dr, cym, 
tam-t, xyl). harp. piano. strings

Duration: 15’

First performance: 13 october 1960, Yerevan
i. aidinyan (soprano) – M. Yerkat (baritone) – armenian symphony orchestra – v. 
aivazyan (conductor)

sharakan  1967
Fragment from ‘the ring of Fire’ for mixed choir and orchestra

2.1.2.2 – 4.2.0.0 – perc (timp, tamb, bass dr). harp. strings

Duration: 5’

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world
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vocal-symphonic works

hymn to october  1977
cantata for mixed choir and orchestra
armenian text by gevorg emin – russian translation by M. lapisova

3(picc).3(cor anglais).2.3(db bn) – 4.4.4.1 – 5 perc (4 timp, charleston, 2 tamb, 
side dr, bass dr, cym, tam-t, xyl). harp. piano strings

Duration: 7’

First performance (without choir): 5 November 1977, Yerevan
armenian symphony orchestra – David kandzyan (conductor)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world
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chamber music

piece for violoncello and piano  1954
Dedicated to M. Abramyan
Duration: 6’

First performance: 1960
M. abramyan (violoncello) – r. tandilyan (piano)

sonata for violoncello and piano  1955

 1. andante
 2. adagio
 3. presto

Duration: 21’

First performance: 1956, Yerevan
Y. edigaryan (violoncello) – r. tandilyan (piano)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world

string quartet no. 1  in c major 1964
Dedicated to Irina Tigranova
 1. tranquillo molto
 2. presto

Duration: 23’

First performance: 15 october 1964, Yerevan
Y. voskanyan and Z. saakyants (violins) – s. khachatryan (viola) – D. gevorkyan 
(violoncello)

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world

string quartet no. 2  1991
Commissioned by the Cronos Quartet

one movement q = 52

Duration: 25’

First performance: 22 april 1994, ekaterinburg
bach string Quartet

 ©  sikorski, hamburg, for the world · score and parts: s i k  8513
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incidental music to plays

seven stations  1971
composition in two parts based on sylvia kaputikyan’s poetry

première: 30 March 1971, Yerevan
r. kaplanyan (director/designer)

richard iii  1972
tragedy by William shakespeare – armenian translation by k. Dashtets (music 
from ‘the ring of Fire’)

première: 2 september 1972, Yerevan
r. kaplanyan (director/designer)

legend of a ruined city  (arshak ii )  1975
tragedy in two parts by p. Zeituntsyan

première: 15 March 1975, Yerevan
r. kaplanyan (director/designer)
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