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osmo tapio räihälä

osmo tapio räihälä (*1964) is one of the most interesting contemporary composers in 
Finland. unlike most of his music peers, räihälä started as a rock musician, and turned his 
attention to art music only in his late teens. räihälä studied musicology at the turku and 
helsinki universities, and composition with harri vuori.

räihälä’s music, almost all of it instrumental, uses clear colours and a visuality, that stems 
from his interest towards visual arts. räihälä himself experiences music as images: colours, 
shapes, lines, values, surfaces ... these visual associations may be experienced in his 
music for instance in the shifting of styles, the contrasts between motifs and the clear-cut 
melodic sequences.

räihälä’s breakthrough work was ‘barlinnie Nine’ (1999/2005), an orchestral tribute to the 
scottish soccer player Duncan Ferguson. it is a colourful work, depicting the numerous 
stop-starts in the career of Ferguson, who was known as a soccer bad boy.

räihälä’s music has been performed in about two dozen countries on five continents. 
apart from his work as a composer, räihälä is known for his activity on television and 
radio in his native Finland.
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osmo tapio räihälä (*1964) gehört zu den interessantesten gegenwartskomponisten Finn-
lands. im gegensatz zu vielen seiner komponistenkollegen begann räihälä als rockmusi-
ker und wandte sich erst mit knapp 20 jahren der ernsten Musik zu. er studierte Musikwis-
senschaft an den hochschulen von turku und helsinki und komposition bei harri vuori.

räihäläs meistenteils instrumentale Musik zeichnet sich durch klare Farben aus und verrät 
viel von seinem interesse an visueller kunst. er erfährt Musik selbst sehr bildhaft: Farben, 
Formen, linien, schattierungen, oberflächen ... Diese visuellen assoziationen machen 
sich durch stilwechsel, motivische kontraste und deutlich konturierte melodische sequen-
zen bemerkbar.

Mit ,barlinnie Nine‘ (1999/2005), einer hommage an den schottischen Fußballspieler Dun-
can Ferguson, gelang räihälä der Durchbruch als komponist. Das farbenreiche Werk be-
schreibt die zahlreichen unterbrechungen und erneuten starts in Fergusons karriere, der 
als ,böser bube‘ des Fußballs bekannt wurde.

räihäläs Musik wurde bislang in etwa zwei Dutzend ländern auf fünf kontinenten aufge-
führt. Neben seiner arbeit als komponist ist räihälä als redakteur im finnischen rundfunk 
und Fernsehen bekannt geworden.



8

FivE charactErs  1993
for flute and alto flute (one player)

 1. q = 66
 2. q = 60
 3. q = 60
 4. —
 5. q = 56

Duration: 8’

First performance: 6 May 1995, helsinki
hanna juutilainen

barlinniE ninE  1999/2005
for symphony orchestra
A Tribute to Duncan Ferguson

3(picc,2 tin whistles).2(cor anglais).3(bass clar).2(db bn) –  4.3.3.1 – timp. 
2 perc (i: 4 tom-t, tenor dr, bass dr, tubular bells, xyl – ii: tgl, metal chimes, 
temple bl, side dr, ride cym, tam-t). harp. strings (minimum: 8/7/6/5/4 – larger 
string section is preferred)

Duration: 12’

First performance: 20 april 2005, helsinki
Finnish radio symphony orchestra – sakari oramo (conductor)

rautasaDE [ iroN raiN] 2008
for orchestra
Commissioned by Yle / Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra

4(alto fl,picc).3(cor anglais).3(bass clar).3(db bn) – 4.3.3(bass trbn).1 – timp. 
3 perc (i: tgl, claves, side dr, cym, crash cym, marimba – ii: congas, temple 
bl, bass dr, crash cym, tubular bells – iii: metal chimes, tom-t, bongos, tam-t, 
vibr, anvil). harp. cel. strings

Duration: 15’

First performance: 15 october 2008, helsinki
Finnish radio symphony orchestra – Dima slobodeniouk (conductor)

chronological list oF WorKs
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a lovE surplus  2010
for flute, violoncello and piano

Duration: 10’

First performance: 19 january 2014, helsinki
uusinta ensemble: Malla vivolin (flute) – Markus hohti (violoncello) – emil 
holmström (piano)

la tracE DE Karo  2010
for violin

Duration: 7’

First performance: 1 january 2011, grand-popo
Maria puusaari (violin)

concErto For oboE anD string orchEstra  2010

 1. introduction (q = 66)
 2. conduction (q = 82)
 3. abduction
 4. seduction
 5. Deduction (q = 84)

strings (recommended minimum: 6/5/4/3/2)

Duration: 23’

First performance: 15 october 2011, kokkola
anni haapaniemi (oboe) – ostrobothnian chamber orchestra – sakari oramo 
(conductor)

l'hommE à la licornE  2011
for soprano saxophone and piano
Dedicated to Olli-Pekka Tuomisalo and Risto-Matti Marin
Duration: 10’

First performance: 24 september 2012, helsinki
olli-pekka tuomisalo (soprano saxophone) – risto-Matti Marin (piano)

chronological list oF WorKs
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ZEn  2011
for soprano and quartet
on texts by seung sahn (1927-2004) and Dogen (1200-1252) (in French)

 1. la route de l’homme (q = 69)
 2. si tu ne trouves pas la vérité (q = 60)

1.0.1.0 – 0.0.0.0 – strings (1/0/0/1/0)

Duration: 12’

First performance: 18 october 2013, helsinki
eija räisänen (soprano) – heljä räty (flute) – okko kivikataja (clarinet) – pasi eeri-
käinen (violin) – sami Mäkelä (violoncello)

Zénith  2012
une vocalise pour trompette et un quatuor de flûte, clarinette, violon et violoncel-
le [instrumental version of Z e n (2011)]

 1. Du nadir (q = 69)
 2. au zénith (q = 60)

Duration: 12’

First performance: 3 March 2012, helsinki
tomas gricius (trumpet) – lauri toivio (flute) – Marko portin (clarinet) – Maria 
puusaari (violin) – Markus hohti (violoncello)

sEurat i  2012
for kantele, violin and live electronics
Commissioned by Eija Kankaanranta
Duration: 13’

First performance: 30 March 2012, paris
eija kankaanranta (kantele) – Maria puusaari (violin) – hervé le Dorlot (sound 
engineer)

chronological list oF WorKs
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chronological list oF WorKs

concErto For horn anD orchEstra  2013
Commissioned by and dedicated to Jukka Harju
 1. ominoso (q = 69)
 2. luminoso (q = 60)
 3. animoso (q = 64)

2(picc,alto flute).2(cor anglais).2(bass clar).2 – 2.2.0.0. – 1 perc (metal 
chimes, 3 tom-t, 3 temple bl, crash cym, 2 gongs, tam-t, tubular bells, glsp, 
vibr). strings (minimum: 6/5/4/4/2)

Duration: 23’

First performance: 10 February 2016, hämeenlinna
jukka harju (horn) – sinfonia lahti – eva ollikainen (conductor)

soliloquE suitE  2011/2013
for solo instruments and electronic music
text: osmo tapio räihälä, No. 6 (in French)

 1. Étoffé Molto leggiero, quasi rubato [clarinet]
 2. la tornade [horn]
 3. avant-midi d’un satyre [oboe]
 4. ondulé [marimba, 1-2 players]
 5. Épicentre [guitar]
 6. baisers volés [soprano]

Duration: 41’

First performance (Nos. 1, 3-6): 19 january 2014, helsinki
Marko portin (clarinet) – anni haapaniemi (oboe) – kazutaka Morita, jani Niini-
mäki (marimbas) – petri kumela (guitar) – eija räisänen (soprano)

First performance (No. 2): 6 august 2012, Flisa
jukka harju (horn)

s o l i l o q u e  s u i t e  consists of six solo works, with electronic music before, 
after and between the solos. each solo is approximately 6-7 minutes long and can 
be performed separately without electronics.

score: s i k  8811 [Étoffée] · s i k  8832 [la tornade]
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lEs oréaDEs  2014
for piano quartet
Commissioned by Maria Puusaari
Duration: 14’

First performance: 27 april 2014, helsinki
Maria puusaari (violin) – pisku ristiluoma (viola) – eeva rysä (violoncello) – sonja 
Fräki (piano)

roihu [blaZe] 2014
for six violoncelli
Commissioned by Sysmä Summer Sounds
 1. loimu [glow]  (q = 54)
 2. leimu [Flame]  (q = 96)

Duration: 9’

First performance: 4 july 2014, sysmä
lauri kankkunen, jaani helander, jonathan roozeman, oskari holopainen, hele-
na vuola, Martti rousi  (violoncelli)

thrEE sKEtchEs For stEphan Dill  2014
for violin and piano

Duration: 16’

First performance: 6 November 2014, helsinki
Maria puusaari (violin) – emil holmström (piano)

(g )astronomia  2015
for violin and narrator
text: suvi valli (in Finnish)

Duration: 9’

First performance: august 2015, helsinki
Maria puusaari (violin) – suvi valli (narrator)

chronological list oF WorKs
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trEmor  2015
for flute, clarinet and piano
Commissioned by Juvenalia Music Institute
Duration: 7’

myriaD  2016
for symphony orchestra and mixed choir
Commissioned by Yleisradio / Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra
text: osmo tapio räihälä (in english and French)

3(alto flute,picc).3(cor anglais).3(eb clar, bass clar).3(db bn) – 4.3.3(bass trbn).1 
– timp. 3 perc. harp. piano/cel. strings (16/14/12/10/8) – solo trumpet and solo 
violin offstage

Duration: 20’

First performance: 20 april 2016, helsinki
Musiikkitalo choir – Finnish radio symphony orchestra – hannu lintu (conduc-
tor)

mothErloDE  2016
for amplified violoncello with live electronic, ensemble and sound engineer
Commissioned by Markus Hohti
text: osmo tapio räihälä (in english and French)

1,0,1,0 – 0,0,0,0 – harp, piano

Duration: 17’

First performance: 9 september 2016, helsinki
defunensemble

garDEn WinD [puutarhaN tuuli]  2016
for solo violin

leggiero, poco liberamente (q = 56 · q = 76 · q = 96 · q = 144 · q = 144 · q = 76)

Duration: 4’
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mural  2017
for ensemble
Commissioned by Sinfonietta Leipzig

1(picc, alto flute).1.1(bass clar).1 – 1.1.1.0 – perc. piano. strings (1/1/1/1/1)

Duration: 12’

First performance: 15 july 2017, leipzig, gewandhaus
sinfonietta leipzig – Moritz gnann (conductor)

tEmptations  2017
for piano trio
Commissioned by Maria Puusaari, Eeva Rysä and Sonja Fräki
 1. honey trap Molto insettuoso  (q = 108) · q = 66  attacca
 2. corryvreckan Inquieto  (q = 88)
 3. birds of paradise Leggiero, molto uccelloso (q = 96) · q = 76 · q = 64 · q = 76 · senza
  misura · con misura (q = 60)

Duration: 12’

First performance: 23 april 2017, helsinki, Musiikkitalo
Maria puusaari (violin) – eeva rysä (violoncello) – sonja Fräki (piano)

KallioKirsKuja.  aeronautes saxatal is  2017
for guitar
Commissioned by Petri Kumela
Duration: 3’

First performance: 14 july 2017, kemiönsaaro
petri kumela

aeronautes saxatalis = white-throated swift

chronological list oF WorKs
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strEam  2017
for string orchestra
Commissioned by Sinfonietta Lentua
Jovanka Trbojevic in memoriam
 1. parestesia
 2. kinestesia
 3. anestesia
 4. synestesia

Duration: 13’

First performance: 14 september 2017, kuhmo
sinfonietta lentua – jukka-pekka kuusela (conductor)

KirKasvEtinEn  (l ichtWasser) 2018
for violin, viola, violoncello, double bass and piano
Commissioned by Silke Avenhaus
Part of the jointly composed work ‘Der Forellenteich’ by Ferran Cruixent, Dejan Lazič, Osmo Tapio 
Räihälä, Gerald Resch and Johannes X. Schachtner based on theme from ‘Die Forelle’ by Franz 
Schubert
Duration: 5’

First performance: 2 october 2018, trier
lena Neudauer (violin) – Wen Xiao Zheng (viola) – Danjulo ishizaka (violoncello) –
rick stotijn (double bass) – silke avenhaus (piano)

auF DEn bEinEn  2019
for soprano and orchestra

 1. Wo der letzte schein
 2. Die erde allein
 3. Die stiefel enes armen Mannes
 4. Durch
 5. und was noch nicht ist
 6. buchen

3.2.3.2(db bn) – 4.2.2.0 – timp. 3 perc. harp. cel. strings

Duration: 40’

First performance:
anu komsi (soprano) – sakari oramu (conductor)
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harmattan  2019
for symphony orchestra

3(picc, alto flute).3(cor anglais).3(Eb clar, bass clar).3(db bn) – 4.3(picc).3(bass 
trbn).1 – timp. 3 perc (i: crot, wind chimes, crash cym, djembe, bass dr, xyl – ii: 
tamb, gong [alto], chromatic gongs, glsp, marimba – iii: side dr, cym, tam-t, 
bells, vibr). harp. cel/piano. strings

Duration: 13’

sWarm  2020
for string octet or nonet (with double bass)
Commissioned by Virtuosi di Kuhmo
 1. shoal q = 60 · q = 66 · A tempo (q = 60)
 2. horde q = 52 · q = 66
 3. Flock – · q = 66

Duration: 16’

First performance:
anu komsi (soprano) – sakari oramu (conductor)
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