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wenchen qin

Wenchen Qin studied composition at the conservatory in shanghai with Xu shuya and 
Zhu Jianer beginning in 1987. after completing his studies in 1992 he taught at the central 
conservatory in beijing. a stipend from the german academic exchange service (DaaD) 
enabled him to study with nicolaus a. huber in 1998, and three years later he received his 
diploma with honours from the Folkwang academy in essen. he has been teaching again 
at the central conservatory in beijing since september 2001.

Qin works with excellent ensembles such as the ensemble recherche, l’ensemble itiné-
raire, ensemble europa antidogma, tokyo city symphony orchestra, the rso berlin und 
the ensemble of line. organisers have been the nDr, WDr, br, radio France as well as 
festivals such as the new Music biennale in hanover, the holland Festival, the transatlan-
tic Festival and the chinese-Japanese Music Festival.

Qin is one of the most important composers of his generation. With the partial inclusion of 
traditional chinese instruments, he creates an individual bridge between chinese tradition 
and Western avant-garde. his musical language combines subtle, intensive and differenti-
ated sounds with exciting courses of development.
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Wenchen Qin studierte am konservatorium in shanghai ab 1987 komposition bei Xu shu-
ya und Zhu Jianer. nach abschluss seines studiums im Jahr 1992 unterrichtete er am Zen-
tralen konservatorium in beijing. ein stipendium des DaaD ermöglichte ihm 1998 einen 
studienaufenthalt bei nicolaus a. huber, und drei Jahre darauf konnte er sein Diplom mit 
auszeichnung an der Folkwang hochschule essen entgegennehmen. seit september 2001 
unterrichtet er wieder am Zentralen konservatorium in beijing.

Qin arbeitet mit exzellenten ensembles wie dem ensemble recherche, l’ensemble itiné-
raire, ensemble europa antidogma, tokyo city symphony orchestra, dem rso berlin und 
dem ensemble of line zusammen. veranstalter waren der nDr, der WDr, der br, radio 
France sowie Festivals wie die biennale neue Musik in hannover, das hollandfestival, das 
transatlantic Festival und das chinese-Japanese Music Festival.

Qin zählt zu den wichtigsten komponisten seiner generation. unter teilweiser einbe-
ziehung des traditionellen chinesischen instrumentariums schlägt er eine individuelle 
brücke zwischen chinesischer tradition und westlicher avantgarde. seine Musiksprache 
verbindet feinsinnige, intensive und ausdifferenzierte klänge mit spannungsreichen ent-
wicklungsverläufen.
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lonely Song  1990
for string orchestra

strings (12/12/10/10/8)

Duration: 17’

yi yun  1991-1992
for orchestra

3.3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – 4 perc. harp. piano. strings (12/10/8/8/6)

Duration: 14’

First performance: 8. november 1997, tokio
tokyo city philharmonic orchestra – naohiro totsuka (leitung)

he-yi  1998
for zheng and ensemble

1(picc).1.1.0 – 0.0.0.0 – perc (3 wood bl, 4 congas, cym, chinese cym [small, 
large], tam-t, tubular bells). strings (1/0/1/1/0)

Duration: 13’

First performance: 28. Mai 2001, hannover
ensemble recherche – bohdan shved (conductor)

score: s i k  8771

huAi ShA  2000
for ensemble
Commissioned by WDR Köln

1.1.1.0 – 0.0.0.0 – perc. harp. mandoline. piano. strings (1/0/1/1/1)

Duration: 14’

First performance: 12 January 2000, cologne
nieuw ensemble holland

chronologicAl liST oF worKS
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The Sun ShADow iii  2000
for harp, violoncello and percussion

 1. red cloud  (q = 56)
 2. blue cult  (q = 82)
 3. Free Melody  (q = 52)

3 perc (i: bass dr – ii: wood bl – ii: chinese cym, cym)

Duration: 10’

First performance: 14 april 2000, turin
ensemble antidogma europa

score: s i k  8749

yin ji  2000-2001
for orchestra

Duration: 19’

3.3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – 3 perc. harp. strings (12/10/6/6/4)

First performance: 8 september 2002, kassel
orchestra of the kassel state theatre – gerd albrecht (conductor)

 · abridged version 2006
  Commissioned by Deutsches Symphonie Orchester Berlin
  Duration: 10’

  3.3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – 3 perc. harp. strings (12/10/6/6/4)

  First performance: 13 March 2007, berlin
  Deutsches symphonie orchester berlin – toshio hosokawa (conductor)

The SpiriT oF The mounTAinS  2003-2004
for soprano, violin, violoncello, piano and percussion on words by Qu Yuan

Duration: 11’

First performance: 27 June 2004, turin, Festival di Musica antica e contemporanea
ensemble antidogma europa

chronologicAl liST oF worKS
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pilgrimAge in mAy (pilgerFahrt iM Mai) 2004
for orchestra
Commissioned by Deutsche Welle and Beethovenfest Bonn

2(picc).2.2.2 – 4.2.3(bass trbn).0 – 4 perc (4 timp, 2 tgl, 2 whips, wood bl, 4 
bongos, 3 congas, tamb, snare dr, bass dr,3 chinese cym, 2 chinese gongs, 
tam-t, tubular bells, 2 bells, vibr – strings (14/14/12/10/6)

Duration: 15’

First performance: 23 september 2004, bonn, beethovenhalle
orchestra of the central conservatory of Music beijing – Yongyan hu (conductor)

score: s i k  8861

winD-moon conSonAnce  2004
for sheng, recorder and orchestra
Commissioned by Chinese-Japanese Contemporary Music Festival 2004

3.3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – 4 perc. harp. strings (12/10/8/8/6)

Duration: 21’

First performance: 3 october 2004, tokio, kioi hall
orchestra nipponica – honna tetsuji (conductor)

The Sun ShADow vi  2005
for chamber ensemble

zheng, sheng, pipa, yangqin, perc

Duration: 14’

First performance: 10 January 2005, Munich
ensemble Dragon

The Sun ShADow vii  2005
for six strings (1/1/2/2/0)
Commissioned by Shanghai International Spring Music Festival
Duration: 12’

First performance: 8 May 2005, shanghai
new ensemble shanghai

chronologicAl liST oF worKS
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Five SongS on The horizon  2005
for violoncello, accordion and strings (5/4/3/2/1)

 1. bird echoes
 2. between heaven and earth
 3. From Far away
 4. interlude of clouds
 5. vanihed chorales

Duration: 22’

First performance: 12 october 2005, beijing
Qin liwei (violoncello) – cao Xiaoqing (accordion) – strings of the central con-
servatory of Music beijing

 score: s i k  8548

pipA worDS  2006
for pipa solo

Duration: 11’

First performance: 10 May 2008, shanghai
Weiwei lan

score: s i k  8772

SounDS ThAT AwAKe memorieS  2006
(klänge, Die erinnerungen Wecken)
for recorder, sho, guitar and percussion
Commissioned by Gesellschaft für Neue Musik Hannover
Dedicated to Gudula Rosa

perc (chinese gong, chinese perc, 2 bongos, tubular bells)

Duration: 13’

First performance: 28 october 2006, Münster
gudula rosa (recorder) – naomi sato (sho) – reinbert evers (guitar) – haruka Fujii 
(percussion)

 score: s i k  8591

chronologicAl liST oF worKS
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chronologicAl liST oF worKS

DAwn  2008
concerto for violoncello and orchestra
Cocommissioned by Radio Shanghai and Shanghai International Spring Music Festival

3.3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – 4 perc. harp. strings (12/10/8/8/6)

Duration: 20’

First performance: 16 May 2008, shanghai
liwei Qin (violoncello) – shanghai symphony orchestra

The Sun ShADow viii  2009
for piccolo flute, oboe, clarinet and percussion
Dedicated to Ensemble Recherche
 1. the night sky (q = 60)
 2. suo na  (q. = 120)
 3. a song Fading away  (q = 46)

perc (wood bl, chinese cym, 2 thai gongs, vibr)

Duration: 10’

First performance: 9 october 2009, graz
ensemble recherche

 score: s i k  8687

AnTiphony  2009
for piccolo flute, oboe, clarinet, piano, percussion and twelve vocalists
Commissioned by Beijing Modern Music Festival 2009

perc (large chinese cym, tubular bells) – vocalists (6 sopranos, 6 tenors)

Duration: 11’

First performance: 23 May 2009, beijing
ensemble of beijing central conservatory of Music



13

chronologicAl liST oF worKS

cAlling For phoeniX  2010
for suona and orchestra

3.3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – 5 perc. harp. strings

Duration: 23’

First performance: 2 november 2010, beijing
shi haibing (suona) – china Youth symphony orchestra – chen lin (conductor)

c a l l i n g  f o r  p h o e n i x  is also available in a version for suo na and traditional 
chinese orchestra accomplished in 1996. it was performed for the first time on 22 
May 1997 in beijing with guo Yazhi (suo na) and the china Youth nationalities 
orchestra under the baton of Wang Fujian.

The nATure’S DiAlogue  2010
for tape and orchestra
Commissioned by Beijing Modern Music Festival 2010

3(3picc).3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – 5 perc (i: 4 timp, small chinese shake dr, 3 temple 
bl – ii: tgl, small chinese shake dr, 3 congas, vibr – iii: small chinese shake dr, 
side dr, bass dr, bells, marimba – iv: small chinese shake dr, 4 bongos, chinese 
cym, tam-t – v: small chinese shake dr, flex, bells, vibr). strings (12/12/10/8/6)

Duration: 20’

First performance: 22 May 2010, beijing
china national symphony orchestra – hu Yongyan (conductor)

Two pieceS For zheng Solo  2011

 1. prayer Flags in the Wind
 2. psalming in the Wind

Duration: 17’

First performance: 20 May 2012, beijing
liu Wenjia
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AcroSS The SKieS  2012
for pipa and string orchestra
Commissioned by St. Petersburg Chamber Philharmonic for the Petersburg Troika Festival

strings (6/6/4/4/2)

Duration: 16’

First performance: 11 May 2012, petersburg
lan Weiwei (pipa) – st. petersburg chamber philharmonic – Jeffrey Meyer (con-
ductor)

 score: s i k  8837

The borDer oF mounTAinS  2012
concerto for violin and orchestra
Commissioned by Shanghai Conservatory of Music on the occasion of its 85th Anniversary

3.3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – 5 perc (2 tgl, 4 bongos, 3 congas, side dr, bass dr, 2 medium 
chinese cym, large chinese cym, bells, glsp, 2 vibr, marimba). harp. strings 
(14/12/10/10/8)

Duration: 22’

First performance: 27 november 2012, shanghai
huang Mengla (violin) – orchestra of shanghai conservatory of Music – Zhang 
guoyong (conductor)

concerTo For zheng AnD orcheSTrA  2012
for ensemble

3.3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – 5 perc. harp. strings (12/12/10/10/8)

Duration: 18’

First performance: 12 october 2013, shanghai, he luting hall
ensemble XX. Jahrhundert – peter burwick (conductor)

chronologicAl liST oF worKS
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morning SounD over The lAnD  2013
for ensemble

1.1.1.1 – 1.1.0.0 – 1 perc (side dr, bass dr, chinese cym, tubular bells, vibr). 
piano. strings (1/1/1/1/1)

Duration: 11’

First performance: 12 october 2013, shanghai, he luting hall
ensemble XX. Jahrhundert – peter burwick (conductor)

winD lAmenT  2013
for string quartet

Duration: 16’

First performance: 12 october 2013, shanghai, he luting hall
soloists of the ensemble XX. Jahrhundert

liSTen To The vAlleyS  2014
for chinese ensemble
Commissioned by Warsaw Autumn 2014

di zi (bamboo flute), sheng, pipa, zheng, 2 ruan, yang qin, perc (chimes, whip, 
chopsticks, wood bl, 5 bongos, snare dr, chinese cym, vibr)

Duration: 12’

First performance: 21 september 2014, Warsaw
Forbideen city chamber orchestra – shun liu (conductor)

echo From The oTher Shore  2015
for zheng and orchestra

3(2 picc).3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – 5 perc (i: timp, 2 temple bowls, chinese cym, whip 
– ii: guiro, snare dr, 3 temple bowls, steel dr, log dr – iii: vibr, chinese cym – 
iv: crot, tamb, bass dr, water gong, chopsticks, marimba – v: snare dr, log dr, 
chinese cym, vibra-slap, glsp). harp. strings (12/12/10/10/8)

Duration: 18’

chronologicAl liST oF worKS
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chronologicAl liST oF worKS

The clouD river  2017
for sheng and orchestra
Commissioned by Warsaw Autumn

3(2 picc).3.3.3(db bn) – 4.3.3.1 – timp (whip, chinese cym, 2 temple bowls). 4 
perc (i: tgl, guiro, 2 temple bowls, snare dr, steel dr, bell, log dr, piano strings – 
ii: whip, 3 bongos, chines cym, 4 thai gongs, vibr – iii: crot, chopsticks, tamb, 
bass dr, tubular bells, vibr – iv: vibra-slap, snare dr, log dr, chinese cym, tam-t, 
anvil, glsp). harp. strings (12/12/10/10/8)

Duration: 19’

First performance: 23 september 2017, Warsaw
Yang Zheng (sheng) – polish national radio symphony orchestra – Jacek kasps-
zyk (conductor)

 score: s i k  8887

The Sun ShADow X  2017
for mixed choir and percussion
Commissioned by Taipei Chamber Singers

choir (8/8/6/8). 1 perc (bass dr, chinese cymb)

Duration: 10’

First performance: 22 December 2018, taipei, national concert hall
taipei chamber singers

The poeTry oF The lAnD  2017
for zheng, sheng and ensemble
Commissioned by the Beijing Central Conservatory of Music

1(picc).1.1.1 – 1.1.1.0 – 2 perc  (2 whips, chopsticks, guiro, wood bl, 2 snare 
dr, bass dr, chinese cym, glsp, vibr). strings (5/4/3/2/1)

Duration: 12’

First performance: 27 January 2018, new York
symphony orchestra of the beijing central conservatory of Music – chen bing 
(conductor)

 score: s i k  8886



17

SeeKing SounD – A picTure oF ling lun’S inSpirATion  2017/2018
for orchestra

3.3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – 5 schl (timp, crot, 2 vibra-slap, bamboo chimes, whip, 4 
bongos, 2 snare dr, bass dr, 5 chinese cym, 3 cow bells, 2 tubular bells, glsp, 
xyl). strings (12/12/10/10/8)

Duration: 12’

First performance: 27 april 2018, shanghai
shanghai symphony orchestra – Zhang Jiemin (conductor)

The lighT oF The DeiTieS  2018
for orchestra
Commissioned by the Beijing Central Conservatory of Music

3(2picc).3.3.3(db bn) – 4.3.3.1 – 5 perc (i: timp, tibetan cym – ii: tgl, whip,  
temple bowl, lama dr, snare dr, steel dr, tibetan lama bell – iii: temple bowl, 
4 bongos, lama dr, snare dr, tibetan cym, tubular bells, vibr – iv: 3 congas, 
lama dr, tibetan cym, tubular bell, glsp – v: crot, tgl, lama dr, bass dr, tibetan 
cym). harp strings (12/12/10/10/8)

Duration: 17’

First performance: 22 october 2018, new York
the orchestra now – chen lin (conductor)

 score: s i k  8888

chronologicAl liST oF worKS
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